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The National Fish & Chip Awards 2012
Independent Takeaway Fish and Chip

Shop of the Year Award

Rules

PLEASE TAKE TIME TO READ THESE RULES CAREFULLY

1. The promoter of The National Fish & Chip Awards 2012 is the Sea Fish

Industry Authority (Seafish), 18 Logie Mill, Logie Green Road, Edinburgh EH7

4HS. The continued development and judging of the awards is overseen

by an Industry Steering Group including representation from Seafish, The

National Federation of Fish Friers (NFFF), The National Edible Oils

Distributors Association (NEODA), The Frozen At Sea Fillets Association

(FASFA), past winners of the competition and a number of other industry

representatives.

2. The Independent Takeaway Fish and Chip Shop of the Year category is open to all bona fide independent fish and chip takeaway shops with three

outlets or less (including those with a restaurant attached) in the United

Kingdom (but excluding shops in the Channel Islands and the Isle of Man). 
Businesses should have been in operation for at least 18 months, as of 1 April 2011). Seafish reserves the right to disqualify, at any time, any entrant shown to have given false information.

3. All entrants will have to complete an initial self audit form to be submitted to

Seafish along with a small selection of photographs of the shop in question

and some supporting written documentation. It is the responsibility of the

businesses to ensure that completed entries are returned to Seafish in time for judging. Proof of posting will not be accepted as proof of receipt.

4. These entries will be scored by Seafish in order to shortlist a total of five shops in each of the 19 geographical areas in the competition. An Industry Judging Group will then further score these 95 shops in order to select a Top Three shop listing for each of the 10 geographical regions in the competition; a total of 30 shops.

5. These 30 shortlisted shops will then be visited, on an un-announced date (anytime between 1 and 30 September 2011), by a Seafish auditor. The Seafish auditor will conduct a full judging audit. This process will result in determining the top shop in each of the 10 geographical regions of the competition. This listing will be announced at the beginning of October 2011, and the respective shops will go on to the national final to be held in London in January 2012.

6. The Independent Takeaway Fish and Chip Shop of the Year category will be judged in 10 regions:

Scotland

Wales

Northern Ireland

North East England

North West England

Midlands

Eastern England

London & South East England

Central & South England

South West England

Each region will be further divided into two areas, eg North Scotland and South Scotland. The exceptions are Northern Ireland and Wales which are each classified as single areas, and the Midlands region which is further subdivided into three areas.

Region: Scotland

Area 1: Highland, Grampian, Tayside, Central, Fife

Area 2: Lothian, Strathclyde, Borders, Dumfries & Galloway

Region: Wales

Area 3: All counties in Wales

Region: Northern Ireland

Area 4: All counties in Northern Ireland

Region: North East England

Area 5: Northumberland, Co. Durham, Tyne & Wear

Area 6: North Yorkshire, West Yorkshire, South Yorkshire, East Yorkshire

Region: North West England

Area 7: Cumbria, Lancashire

Area 8: Merseyside, Greater Manchester, Cheshire

Region: Midlands

Area 9: Warwickshire, West Midlands, Staffordshire

Area 10: Leicestershire, Northamptonshire, Derbyshire, Nottinghamshire

Area 11: Worcestershire, Shropshire, Herefordshire, Gloucestershire

Region: Eastern England

Area 12: Lincolnshire, Cambridgeshire, Rutland

Area 13: Suffolk, Norfolk

Region: London & South East England

Area 14: Greater London, Middlesex, Essex

Area 15: Sussex, Kent, Surrey

Region: Central & South England

Area 16: Buckinghamshire, Bedfordshire, Hertfordshire

Area 17: Oxfordshire, Hampshire, Berkshire

Region: South West England

Area 18: Devon, Cornwall

Area 19: Somerset, Wiltshire, Avon, Dorset

7. The 10 regional winners will progress to the national final where a panel of

judges under the chairmanship of Seafish will decide upon the national winner

and second and third placed businesses. The national final will be held in

London in late-January 2012. The final day of judging will be held on 18
January 2012 and the awards ceremony event will be held on 19 January

2012.

A maximum of two representatives from each region winning business will be

required to attend a presentation to the finals judging panel. The person

involved in the day to day running of the business MUST be one of these

people.

8. All area and regional winners of a respective year cannot promote or endorse another business as being a winner in the Independent Takeaway Fish and Chip Shop of the Year category. An award is bestowed upon an individual unit and should not be associated with other units in a chain of shops, or other units belonging to the owner of a winning business. Failure to comply with this particular rule could result in exclusion from the current and following years of the Awards.

9. Publicity for the Awards will be organised by Seafish and any press release

embargoes set by Seafish or their public relations agency must be adhered to

by all participating businesses.

10. If a business is put on the market for sale in the year of the 2012 Awards, or prior to the national final judging, it cannot be a winner in that year’s Awards.

11. The current national winner of this award is not eligible to enter the 2012 
Independent Takeaway Fish and Chip Shop of the Year Award category.

12. The winner of this award agrees to commit to supporting, promoting and

publicising the award and the fact that they are a winner, in the year after their

victory.

13. The decision of the judges is final.
�





�








